By Jeremiah O’Leary 

Washington Star Staff Writer 

A showdown between House Assas- 
sinations Committee Chairman 
Henry B. Gonzalez and Richard A. 
Sprague, the man he is trying to fire 
as its chief counsel, now won’t come 
until Monday when the committee 
meets in all-day session to organize 
itself. 

In fact, the disorganization deep- 
ened yesterday when eight commit- 
tee members headed off Gonzalez’ 
attempt to get the Sprague affair set- 
tled. 

Many observers interpret this in- 
creasing chaos as an indication that 
the investigation may not live beyond 
its current funding, which runs out 
March 31. 

These eight committee members 
voted quickly to adjourn yesterday to 
prevent a public airing of the 
Gonzalez-Sprague feud. Only Gon- 
zalez voted ‘‘No.” 

The vote came after the chairman 
tried to bring up the Sprague issue 
publicly in the hearing chamber. 

“NOW WE COME to the final item 
on the planned agenda, the matter of 
Mr. Richard A. Sprague,” Gonzalez 
began. “I know some of my col- 
leagues were alarmed by what they 
saw as my precipitate action last 


week. Let me say simply that when I 
see a rattlesnake on the doorstep, I 
don’t hesitate; I stomp on it and an- 
swer questions later. This may not 
always seem elegant but is explain- 
able and understandable.” 

Gonzalez also stomped a bit on 
Rep. Richardson Preyer, D-N.C., 
who wanted the Sprague affair to be 
dealt, with behind closed doors and 
attempted to stop Gonzalez* speech 
with the adjournment motion. 

“I know your intense desire to be 
chairman,” Gonzalez said. “But I am 
still chairman.” 

Preyer retorted, “I do not seek the 
chairmanship and I wouldn’t take the 
chairmanship.” 

Preyer’s motion passed. 

After the vote, Sprague and his 
chief aides filed out of the room with 
the committee members, but Gon- 
zalez remained in his seat and im- 
mediately launched into an elaborate 
statement of his reasons for firing 
Sprague. 

THIS WAS FOLLOWED by an 
hour-long barrage of questions from 
the press, during which Gonzalez 
made detailed charges of insubordi- 
nation, deceit, dishonesty, irresponsi- 
bility, inflated payrolls, unexplained 
expenditures and other infractions 
against Sprague. 

The situation is: 


• Sprague has been fired by the 
chairman but is under instructions 
from the rest of the committee to 
stand fast. 

* Gonzalez has appointed Kenneth 
Brooten to be acting counsel but has 
instructed him not to go near the 
committee staff offices where 
Sprague still holds forth. 

• The staff doesn’t have enough 
money to pay the salaries of even the 
73 persons hired by Sprague, and 
Gonzalez says he will not sign any 
voucher for Sprague to get paid. 

• The committee’s 11 other members 
are almost desperately trying to 
avoid making a public choice be- 
tween their chairman and the chief 
counsel. They cannot remove Gon- 
zalez as chairman; only House 
Speaker Thomas P. O’Neill could do 
that. 

* The Sprague staffers, almost all 
loyal to the man who hired them, are 
unable to travel to seek leads on the 
murders of President John F. 
Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. and are barred from examining 
files of the FBI until the Sprague 
situation is settled. 

* In about a month, the staff has to 
produce some compelling new evi- 
dence if there is to be any hope of the 
House approving a continued investi- 
gation. 
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• If Sprague doesn’t step down, Gon- 
zalez says he won’t request an 
extension of the committee’s life. 
And even if he does, the bitter con- 
frontation has increased the prob- 
ability that the House will wash its 
hands of the entire matter. Said Gon- 
zalez, “If this committee doesn’t get 
into shape I can’t imagine the House 
even considering continuing this 
committee.” 

THE MESS REACHED its nadir 
yesterday when Gonzalez read to the 
press what he described as tran- 
scripts of things Sprague had said to 
his staffers about the committee. As 
he read, one of Sprague’s aides 
openly tape-recorded everything. 

Later, Sprague’s office was asked 
to comment on Gonzalez’ charges. 
Press officer Burt Chardak said, 
“Mr. Sprague is following what he 
considers to be his professional re- 
sponsibility, and therefore has no 
comment to make at this time. This 
is a matter between the committee 
and the chairman.” 

Asked to explain his claim that 
Preyer wanted to be chairman, Gon- 
zalez told reporters, “I concluded 
(from the meetings) that Sprague 
relied on Preyer and that Preyer was 
acting as de facto chairman.” 

It also was disclosed at the post- 
meeting session that the FBI has 


what purports to be a recently dis- 
covered letter from Lee Harvey .Os- 
wald to the late conservative oilman 
H.L. Hunt. Gonzalez said he first 
heard of the letter last week from 
Preyer when committee investiga- 
tors wanted to go to Texas to exam- 
ine it. 

BUT JUSTICE DEPARTMENT 
sources said the letter is of doubtful 
authenticity and it has already been 
sent to Washington for examination. 
Sources said the letter is dated in 
early November 1963 and purports to 
have some unexplained connection 
with the assassination of Kennedy 
later that month. 

Gonzalez leveled additional 
charges against Sprague after the 
hearing. He said it is a violation of 
House rules for Sprague to continue 
his private law practice in Philadel- 
phia and teaching law at Temple 
University while he is in the employ 
of the House. 

He also said most of the $9,000 in 
bills presented to him by Sprague for 
last December were for phone calls 
and most of the calls were from 
Sprague to his hometown, Philadel- 
phia. Gonzalez said he had not 
checked to see if Sprague’s calls 
were personal but he doesn’t know of 
any committee business in Philadel- 
phia. 


He also said Sprague has failed to 
comply with a request for a financial 
disclosure statement. 

“ASIDE FROM insubordination 
and a clear effort to usurp the power 
of the committee and its chairman; 
Sprague is guilty of failure to per- 
form,” Gonzalez said. “Much more 
serious is the fact that Mr. Sprague 
has placed the committee in serious 
financial condition by irresponsibly 
employing a large number of people 
without any indication of where the 
funds to pay them would come from.^ 
“The committee’s financial ills ar^e 
traceable to a scandalous inflation of 
salaries. About two dozen employes 
were placed on the payroll at salaries 
vastly exceeding their last employ- 
ment. Six of nine employes from the 
Washington office of my predecessor 
(Rep. Thomas N. Downing, D-Va^ 
who did not seek re-election last fall) 
are on the payroll. ^ 

“Most of these are well-qualified, 
hard-working persons but one re- 
ceived an astonshing 87 percent pa^ 
increase. That person previously 
worked at a salary of $16,000 but waS 
placed on the payroll by Mr. Sprague 
at a salary of $30,000. Another erm 
ploye previously earned $14,500 but 
was being paid at a rate of $24,000 — 
a 65 percent increase. There is rio 
other word for it except scandalous.’’ 



